DECEBALUS  AND   THE ROMAXS.                 J

at his headquarters in a small Mcesian town, and
entrusted his lieutenant, Julianus, with the task of
b'earding Decebalus in his own country. Julianus
defeated the Dacians at a place called Tapse, the site
of which is uncertain, and besieged, for the first time

DECEBALUS.

in its history, the capital of Sarmizegethusa, the
modern Varhely. But the exigencies of Roman
policy necessitated a speedy peace, for there were
other dangerous tribes besides the Dacians to be sub-
dued. Decebalus had no objection to come to terms
with his enemy, and sent his brother as an envoy to
the Roman camp. The favourable concessions, which